INDIANACAREER EXPLORER
My Next Steps Overview
Within the Indiana Career Explorer, powered by Kuder®, students have access to an education and career planning
timeline, My Next Steps. Essentially an interactive list of suggested tasks and activities (listed by grade level), My Next Steps
guides students through the necessary steps to plan their education and future career. Each task or activity is linked to the
appropriate section within the system and can be checked off the list as it is completed. To facilitate the most effective use of
My Next Steps, a list of the tasks and activities for each grade level is below.
6th Grade Tasks

□□ Find out what your current work-related interests are by taking the Kuder Career Interests Assessment®
□□ Explore occupations in the pathway(s) of your highest interests.
□□ Explore what you can do after high school.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of school year.

7th Grade Tasks

□□ Find out what your current work-related interests are by taking the Kuder Career Interests Assessment®.
□□ Explore occupations in the pathway(s) of your highest interests.
□□ Explore what you can do after high school.
□□ Sign up for the 21st Century Scholars Program, if eligible.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of school year.

8th Grade Tasks

□□ Assess your skills related to work by taking the Kuder Skills Confidence Assessment®.
□□ Pay attention to how your interests and skills compare to each other.
□□ Select three pathways of occupations as favorites.
□□ Complete items in K-5 grade level span.
□□ Complete a graduation plan.
□□ Complete a job shadowing experience or interview someone in a career field of interest.
□□ Create a resume.
□□ Take the Exploring College and Careers course.
□□ Participate in high school orientation.
□□ Sign up for the 21st Century Scholars program, if eligible.
□□ Select a diploma path and complete a 4 year course plan.
□□ Make a tentative choice about your plans after high school.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of school year.
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9th Grade Tasks

□□ Take, re-take, or review results of the Kuder Career Interests Assessment®.
□□ Explore occupations in the top 5 pathways from your Kuder Career Interests Assessment®.
□□ Make a tentative selection of the pathway(s) of your highest interests.
□□ Update graduation plan.
□□ Take the Preparing for College & Careers course.
□□ Participate in an extracurricular or service activity.
□□ Watch ‘Paying for College 101’
□□ Consider eligibility for rigorous courses.
□□ Select a career pathway.
□□ Review your options after high school.
□□ Update your e-profile.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of the school year.

10th Grade Tasks

□□ Take, re-take, or review results of the Kuder Skills Confidence Assessment®.
□□ Look at the composite report for the career interests and skills confidence assessments.
□□ Determine skill/knowledge areas that need improvement (where interests are high and skills lower).
□□ Explore occupations in favorite pathway(s) extensively and develop a short list of occupations that interest you.
□□ Decide or review selection of path to take after high school (work, military, on-the-job training, community college
or technical school, four-year college).

□□ Get workplace experience.
□□ Estimate the costs of college.
□□ Attend a college affordability workshop with parent/guardian.
□□ Review occupational demand.
□□ Determine readiness for college-level Math/ELA coursework and adjust scheduled, if needed.
□□ Take the PSAT.
□□ Create a financial aid plan.
□□ Update your e-profile.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of school year.
11th Grade Tasks

□□ Think about your work-related values by taking the Super’s Work Values Inventory-revised.
□□ Retake the Kuder Career Interests Assessment®.
□□ If you are going for further schooling after high school, select possible schools and add them as favorites.
□□ Find out which admission test, if any, is preferred by the schools you have selected.
□□ Visit a college campus and workplace aligned to career interests.
□□ Take a college entrance exam (ACT or SAT)* and/or the ASVAB.
□□ Search for scholarships.
□□ Attend a college fair.
□□ Take a workplace readiness exam.
□□ Participate in a mock interview.
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11th Grade Tasks (continued)

□□ Create/update a resume and personal statement.
□□ Complete or enroll in at least one AP or dual credit course.
□□ Verify if on track to graduate on time.
□□ Update your e-profile.
□□ Update your grade level at the end of the school year.

12th Grade Tasks

□□ If you are going for further schooling after high school, narrow your list to no more than three schools.
□□ Submit at least 2 college and/or job applications.
□□ Watch ‘College Success 101’
□□ Attend a financial aid workshop.
□□ File the FAFSA.
□□ Take rigorous courses, including AP, dual credit, and/or IB.
□□ Earn an industry certification.
□□ Participate in a work and learn experience.
□□ Meet with a counselor to ensure all steps in college admission process are completed on time.
□□ Update your resume.
□□ If you are planning to go to work, find job openings.
□□ Update your e-profile.
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